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19 And these are the offspring of Isaac son of Abraham — Abraham begot Isaac. 20 saac forth (Midrash). Gur Aryeh explains that this embryonic Ja-
cob-Esau stru,

was forty years old when he took Rebecca, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from o & ﬁgk‘i was “°tf j“f'}’;'enced by their personal
i ) ) a1 ood and Evil Inclinations, for t €y are not present before
Paddan Aram, sister of Laban the Ar: amean, as a wife for himself. 2! Jsaac entreated birth. Rather, Jacob and Esay represented cosmic forces in

HASHEM opposite his wife, because she was barren. HASHEM allowed Himself to be entreated Creation, forces that transcended the normal courss of per.
by him, and his wife Rebecca conceived. sonality development, and that existed even before birth,
22 The children agitated within her, and she said, “If so, why am [ thus?” And she went
lo inquire of HASHEM. ’
2 And HASHEM said to her: “Two nations are in Your womb; two regimes from your
insides shall be separated; the might shall pass from one regime to the other, and the elder

shall serve the younger.” o~
3 Reshi
22. %y nn — AND [THE CHILDREN] CRUSHED. 1772 by ~ You must say  NWIT IMIN I Kpn -
that this verse says, “Expound me,” i.e,, that this verse demands to be expounde&, dnw}r - belcause
[the verse] remained vague 1 7YY X1 — about what this “crushing” is, 03 - yetit writes,’
I8 M MY 120K ~ “If so, why is it that I am?”  ¥MWYTIN1aY — Our Rabbis expounded it b
1¥"7.— as meaning “running.”” TIN5 Yy N931Y 1YY — When she would pass by entrances
of places of Torah study, 1391 0% 5% — of Shem and Eber, ©27811 ¥ 3pyr — Jacob would Fun
andtossabout nxy¥Y — to go out of hismother’s wormb, MAATSY NS Y 1731y — When she would
pass by entrances of places of idol worshi »  *nN¥Y 038R 1y — Esau would toss about to go out.
MmN 137 ~ Alternatively, T BY 71 ¥¥iinm — they were struggling with one another orarm
— and fighting *niby 1y n2m3 - over the inheritance of two worlds, this world and the World

to Come.? — —
A AN« moxa -ruv‘z} 0 ¥ I 1 p
- ‘ - cem— \M\_\ o -
S (rraco¥e 'ﬁ«\ﬂjk Laf&-‘\, NPIIVIV ,1YI0N DNMVII HT2N 197 AR 1031 BAYAI 13 1)
The question arises: We can understand why Aisav tried to go to 1R ,NIRXY D8N Py’ 0 I DY SV mMwITe ona b nnay

places of idol worship. But what about Yaakov? Before one’s birth

l 1 h <(w7mnn owa ank Yy v IRND DIION R PVY 0 ATAY N TH 1732ywa
an angel teaches him Torah, why was Yaakov anxious to leave suc —
a w Oﬁ derful teacher? — Wy wa TR ,TIV 1191 00T 191W SW PIVY MTY — MmnTR YOy 1on Q013

RNV N1 IR0 MM nYInn 123 VYR 1D YVYY 21wnb

el
NS Y MWW ovs b3w ,apat AnxIws mA - 01 137 TYA? v X [3 77 xopn R - MOX13 900 SN G
~ ¢
A7V D1ppa AV IR ARy YIRWH w1 ,7WusI 0REY 0370n W 1E {&A’)‘X(!Q 5 MA D
# ‘ — ; -
g sy v naa o §
i —From here we see, said Rabbi_Chayim , ;

Soloveitchik of Brisk, that if one has to be with an evil person li_ke
-Aisav it is preferable to give up even the opportunity to study with

an angel.

We are influenced by our friends. It is crucial to keep a distance
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from someone who has a negative influence on you ever if it means: ow »9 by 72 WON WND P I 1T YR MY KR PN 19N
some personal loss. DN SY DPD N
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After Rivka Imeinu finally conceived after many years of barrenness she faced a new challenge - the
drastic movements of the babies inside of her caused her intense pain. Rashi, quoting the Midrash,
explains that when she passed by batei midrashos (places of Torah learning), Yaakov would try to get out,
whilst Esav would try to exit when she passed by places of idol worship.[3] The commentators find
difficulties with Yaakov's behavior. They point out that the Gemara explains that when the fetus is in the
womb he is taught the entire Torah by an Angel.[4] That being the case why was Yaakov so desperate to
enter batei Midrashos to leamn — he was already being taught the whole Torah in the womb?!{5)

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt'I's teachings with regard to this Gemara can help answer this question. He
notes that when the baby is born, the Angel strikes him on the mouth and he forgets all the Torah that he
learnt. He asks why the Angel performs this final action — why does he not leave the baby to enter the
world with all the Torah that he has already been taught? He answers that the purpose of creation was to
work and toil of his own volitien in order to attain closeness to G-d. One of the main ways of doing this is
through learning Torah. Accordingly, one cannot compare the Torah that is learnt without exertion, with
that which comes about after intense toiling.[6] Therefore, the baby forgets all the Torah he was taught so
that he can have the opportunity to leam it himself.

X

We can now understand why Yaakov wanted to leave the confines of the womb even thoﬁgh it meant
losing the gift of being taught the holy Torah by an Angel. Yaakov was more attracted to the challenging
prospect of having to struggle and earn any Torah that he would know.

Rav Shmuelevitz applied this idea to explain the custom to have a Shalom Zachar, the festive occasion on
the first Shabbos after a baby boy is born. One of the commentaries suggests that the reason for this

.J custom is to console the newborn baby for the loss of Torah that he has just suffered.[7] Rav Shmuelevitz

argued and said that in fact this is a celebration for the fact that he lost the Torah. For now he has the
opportunity to begin the far more rewarding task of eaming knowledge of Torah through hard work.

The principle brought out by Rav Shmuelevitz is not new to most people yet it is easy to forget it in
practice. When a person struggles to understand something and perhaps does not gain full clarity he may
feel like he did not fully succeed. Whereas when he may feel great satisfaction when he learns through a
piece of Torah with great ease and has a clear understanding of what he has learnt. However, as the
Chofetz Chaim famously wrote, the toiling in Torah is more important than the outcome — even if one does

DV PN IR 72T YaN

DY — *

IINND XNINN IR OIN,NDY DY DWpH DY Maywd )30

CPNRAVINT PN IR

P 0N DN N —

NI

SN mon aN2

DA DA 0D ANRIY 0T WON
oYaon (Pl oan

[ qovv n (, PB”VO ;‘ 15p

[}

(A" P08 7173 PI) AP ONIT IXXTINN
- -

DI Y 2Py 123 0w Sw N Ane by namy mnws v v

OX 12717 w2 572y NXYY 03701 Wy 09K Ny nne Sy oy JIRYS
WH3 BNADW NMY 9T MKN 7m0 OKE Yan o Ny 1w P 5
K¥N MNWKY NOLNT 1 5y 1 09K ™MW M2 [0,y by by onk
ST DR DO WY D0 nxyY Yav XY apyr 1Y .am pios vwms) 7ATAK
PYOMKI YWY DYKY 7DDy MK 2py YYK P mwnT K
KT UNWwip YW K¥Rn .NKRYS M1 monK 1T ynb yox: a0yt 9 rpanane
py? 5w 17T PRI LT mmay nmb nxyb Wan v vwy by ia)
TWY I3 BR NKYY 29375 117 mon rwy o nkey 1 byt axan .oom
‘Y% 92%9n 23pyr Kk 23YY Y3 1aba tbw e emayn Sy anmo o™vn
XS KT 5w Nkt Sw onnmdn WP TS (00 KIT 1KY AT

Nyn omph mmn nbS 1

FIMRY 10 ,¥7 ORI W OR DWYRY
Yy mMYwd ¢ a0 vy YN
5yy ,nRXY OdYOn YOY T ATay
TIBRT ,NRYY 03701 2pY> WITHN 72
THIRY NIvoEn WIN T Y 1o oS
DYrDY Y AR PR MRS 0713
Y 379 O oImyn Maw I
“9n1 71 5y1 ,70 MR WY PR

K iia B -abh vl

LTI IRIPR2 7720 MY T N8N
"3 Poomm MY onw ROR

D Yy a1 ,PTw AR pYa Imvn
DIRNYT 2002 TN 2P XD W 1D

Yhon by ®HR T1T2.RY RD MOw Y13
TR AWy vI1 VDY Yax ,v»d

NPT T IR LyEn 127w
P72 DR IR? DNXOY PRI 12

)l

onn o)

~ ‘ .
ded 3- VoY My

o7H0 pHM3 phop » Love mam
RPD30 Y3Es oo oro Dhws
P39I DRI W3 0IHVE O

PHY 070 5 o97) 3M0E M9 193 phY

Db 3100 b ©¥Dd bh OPD PIbh *pDY
DD Ju9 O¥H3 PIBI YIS bHY P
NE 0763 73p0 £73 1h 9891 oph

7D 9™ (173 b 3IPOE 19D oM

(7773 Y1b Y7 0760 pb oodh
72030 9931 31 953 DYYS W 95
300 DY P3 173 \0YR3 313 OTPYE

-

I



o |2

CHEILEK  CHAPTER ELEVEN  SANHEDRIN

B¥p

P P e Y

Antoninus and Rebbi discuss the precise moment the Evil
Inclination begins to assert itself in a person:
277 vunioyx 1 1px1 — And Antoninus also asked Rebbi:

R
NP DN PR VI N L(pn

AN Mo

B2 vY yI7 9y snpnwn — From when does the Evil
Inclination have influence over a person? 1y nywn - Isit

TR oAt oy npem NS oo

MM opes wm owmsy e

from the moment of the embryo’s formation Y NYwR i —

TOONT mon v e wpen

nny Sy My Ao

or from the moment of birth?™  m1y%2 nyw 15 1 — [Rebbi]
said to him: From the moment of the embryo’s formation.
R¥PT 10K w3 vyia 13 oX 15 wx — [Antoninus] said to him: If
so, [the fetus] would kick against its mother’s womb and

NowWw
b

the womb prematurely!™  myryy nywn xbx — Must it né
rather, that the Evil Inclination begins to have influenc )
person from the moment of birth? a4 g — R
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remarked: ©UMLIX 1Y My 137 — This matter did
nus teach me [that the Evil Inclination does not begin to

19 50 nns N ovedew owsw

SNYTMY ND Byan i N Y

influence over a person until birth], DR KM
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Seripture supports him, yx1 nxwnnngb,, K — fo
stated: Sin crouches at the door," .
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REALITY OF BEHIRA .

But someone who has never made the necessary effort to
subdue the evil side of his nature will never be able to

soon as it presents ltself and he therefor es_himsel
to be at the mercy. of ¢ ‘the stronger wrll’ at_aa.ll_ imes. He
cannot applec1ate the realtty of bebira, because he has never
in fact made a / e is therefore under the illusion that
all human actions are sub|ect to extemal causes. To those
who deny the reallty of free will we therefore say: “Your
philosophy is merely a reflection of your own heart. You
deny free will because you are in fact unfree . you_have have
enslaved yourselves to the evil‘within you.”

RECOGNIZING TRUTH

To_sum up: The essence of good bebira is to recognize the
)&‘ -unique and indivisible nature of truth; and this in effect is to
recognize the Creator. The ‘essence of a bad bebira is to_
accept falsehood as reality, and i
oneness of God and to accept the fal
powers in the universe. The Rabbis saxd “The yetzer ba-ra’
is like an alien god in the human heart,”! and “Whoever
llstens to hlS  yerzer is like an 1dolater "2 The Rabbis even call
Adam a “heretic”? for llstenmg to the wiles of the serpent,
although he sinned with the best of intentions (as we have

explained elsewhere).*
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the bebira-point

When two armies are locked in battle. fighting takes place
only at the battlefront.” Tex..tury venind the nes of one .
e
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apmy is under that army’s control and little or no resistance
need be expected there. A srmllar situation prevails in
_respect of terrrtory behmd the lmes of the other army. If
one side g ory at the front and pushes the enemy
back, the posmon of the battlefront wnll have

fact, therefore ﬁghtmg takes place only at




)(‘ FLUID FRONT

It must be realized that this bebira-point does not remain
static_in any given 1ndrv1dual ‘With each good bebna
>ssf l ly carried out, the person rises higher in sg_rrxtual
_ ,level;m hat is, thmgs that were prevrously in the lme of battle
are now in the area controlled by the yetzer ha-tov and
actions done in that area can be undertaken “without
struggle and without bebira. In this sense we can under-
stand the saying that “‘one mitzva leads to another S

n the other direction. Giving in to the yetzer :

a-

ra' pushee back the frontier of the good, and an act which’

previously cost one a struggle
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now be done without bebira at all. The yetzer ba-tov is no

longer functxomng effectively in that area. And so we have
learnt:

committed a sin twice, it is no longer a sin for him.”

30 THE MORAL BATTLEFRONT

The situation is very similar with regard to bepira. Everyone
has free choice——at the point where truth meets falsechood.
In other words bebira takes place at that point where the

‘One sin leads to another,”” and “as soon as one has

truth as the person sees it confronts the illusion produced in
him by the power of falsehood. But the majority of a_

person’s actions are undertaken without any clash between-
truth and falschood taking place. Many. oiapersonfsacﬁon’s
may happen to coincide with what is _objectively right
because h been brought up that way and it does not

~yoceur._to him _to do otherwise, and many bad and false

decisions may be taken simply because the person does not

realjze that they are bad. In such cases no valid bebira, or
choice, has been made, Free will is exercised and a valid
bebira made only on the borderline between the forces of

good and the forces of evil within that person.

H0Y RN DR JWORY IR DY AW DIR A0 ndn 2nhp w oM DR
many Y oM oIV TY LRI MY And Pand v Y yarnm
0N WYYV SY 1Y 91 MY YOS MTInY vHyw Min - ma Yy xoon
mixm AN N MRy Y 5aph NN /N PIaT ,THnNn DR DY TN 1w

Rifgh}

JOY NOp - TIYHM N1 20NN ®OR AN 51YH NN 1R RN DR IR

1. DINDN YR 1AV - ORIN-URYIN RPN ,MHNAY N0 Y PRY M0

PPV N OTRA .05 R N2 RY IR ANRY TN TINDN WRID YR .nY5p
‘ A5RY TN UNRT IMR DY MWYY N

DTRVIV ,MINRY @ o mm) Y710 11272 2990 8D9) 19982 110 7 T
SR PVY WON W N2, WA0 IR TIN ;7 RIN DD POY n”apn K12
IY2p-RY 02PN 11 - YW W IR IR

;OO WAL Y MR DR M0 2PN RY 0”apn WP AN :DTRA 1An
R 100 MYV DR ANPY 912 DTR IMYY N LYY AR DI 11N0n

2127 7PNV 00 DT NP HPHIN RPN MOYST 190 MWLTIA IR 15w nnvn
IMIN PYY ,DON R nYnY

ONR V12 920 DRY VP2 Pava NVPNY PWIPN 21PN Y 28h

3\ ENVIRONMENT AND BEHIRA 120, NTAY 1Y NMWNn AN WYY WITRN N11Y ﬂ:mvn :w": N

As we have said, education plays 2 large part in determining
‘one’s bebira-point. A person may have becin brought up to

—_—

do many good actions as a matter of course. All this means
that his bebira point is at a high level. For example, one may
have been brought up in an environment of Torah, among
people who devote themselves to good deeds. In this case
his bebira-point will not be whether or not to commit an
actual sin but whether to do a mitzva with more or less

devotion and kavvana. Another may be brought up among

evildoers of the lowest grade, among thieves and robbers.
For him, whether or not to steal does not present-any bepira
at all; his bebira-point might be on the question of shooting
his way out when discovered. For him this may be the
crucial bebira; this is where for him the forces of good and
evil, truth and untruth, are evenly balanced. It may well be
that murder is something that he knows in his heart of
hearts to be wrong; this,is the truth as revealed to him by
his yetzer tov, and it is this truth that he is tempted to deny
or distort.

o we see that education and environment cannot in any
way change the essential act of bepira, but only the location

at which it takes place———the position of the bebira-point on
the moral scale. Every human being possesses the power of -
perceiving the trut! avazlable to bim at his pamcular level,
clinging to it, and refusmg to be deﬂected from it by the
seductive illusions of falsehood. In this there is no difference
at all whether his upbringing raised or lowered his bebira-
point. The ability to adopt the truth as be knows it is equal
in all situations.
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